MEANWHILE
these people. Uncle Robert practically said as much. One of those
speeches of his that begin, "My dear boy." One of those speeches
of his that seem to admit that so far he has been lying but that
now we have really come to it. And one has been getting the same
sort of thing for a long time between the lines of such a paper as
the Morning Post. Well, here is my reading of hearts. They think
that there is shrinkage and hard times ahead and they think that
it is the mass of workers who will have to bear the burthen.
Because otherwise it will fail on - ourselves. Labour in Great
Britain has seen its sunniest days. That is what they think.
(I suppose one has to face a certain loss of pre-eminence in the
world for England. I don't like it, but I suppose we have to. We
were the boss country of the Nineteenth Century and the Nine-
teenth Century is over. Possibly there will not be a boss country in
the Twentieth Century. Or it may be America. But it isn't going
to be us and we have to face up to that. That I say has got into the
minds of pretty nearly all the sort of protected people, established
people, go-about-the-globe people, financial and business people,
who support the present goverment. And it takes two forms in its
expression just according as intelligent meanness or unintelligent
prejudice prevails in their minds.
'First Class; The intelligent mean wealthy people of Great
Britain want to shove the bigger part of the impoverishment due
to our relative shrinkage in the world upon the workers. They
want a scrap that will cripple and discredit the Trade Unions.
Then they will reduce wages and at the same time cut down social
services and popular education. So they will be able to go on for
quite a long time as they are now and even recover some of their
investments abroad and - to make these economies possible - we
shall just breed and train cheaper and more miserable common
English people.
4 But they are not the majority of their sort, this class are not.
They are just the mean left hand of Baldwin and Co. The right
hand, which is heavier and lumpier, is able to be more honest
because it is more stupid. Let us come to them.
* Second Class; The unintelligent wealthy people in Great
Britain. The majority. On them too for some time the un-
pleasant realisation that Great Britain is shrinking in world
importance has been growing. It seems to have grown with a rush
since the coal trade began to look groggy after deflation. Perhaps
itjias grown too much. But this sort cannot accept it as the others